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THE DEBATE OVER "CALIFORNIA 13" 
ANNCR: 

ONE STUDENT OF POLITICS CALLS IT "THE MOST PRESSING ISSUE 
OF TAXATION SINCE THE BOSTON TEA PARTY" WHEN AMERICAN COLONISTS 
ANGRILY DUMPED A SHIPLOAD OF TEA INTO BOSTON HARBOR TO PROTEST 
HIGH TAXES ARBITRARILY IMPOSED BY THE BRITISH CROWN, HIGH TAXES 
STILL ANGER AMERICANS AND TAX REFORM IS ALWAYS AMMUNITION FOR 
POLITICAL DEBATE. THE MOST RECENT EXAMPLE OF THE NATIONWIDE 
MOVEMENT TO FIGHT SPIRALING TAXES IS IN CALIFORNIA, WHERE ONE- 
MILLION-TWO-HUNDRED-THOUSAND VOTERS SIGNED AN INITIATIVE PETITION 
THAT PUT THE ISSUE OF HIGH TAXES ON THE BALLOT FOR THE JUNE 
SIXTH STATE-WIDE ELECTION, 

WITH DOZENS OF ISSUES AND HUNDREDS OF CANDIDATES VYING FOR 
VOTER ATTENTION, VOA WEST COAST CORRESPONDENT MATTHEW SCHNEIDER 
REPORTS THAT THE TAX DEBATE OVER THE TAX INITIATIVE IS DOMINATING 
THE CAMPAIGN. 

VOICE: 

IT IS THE NUMBER ONE STORY IN CALIFORNIA, IT IS FOUND DAILY 
ON THE FRONT PAGES OF NEWSPAPERS ACROSS THE STATE AND IT FILLS THEIE: 
OPINION COLUMNS. IT IS CONDEMNED AND PRAISED OVER THE AIRWAVES, 
AND IT IS ON THE TONGUE OF EVERY POLITICIAN IN THE STATE, THE 
WIDELY RESPECTED CALIFORNIA POLL, WHICH HAS MEASURED PUBLIC 
OPINION ON NEARLY EVERY MAJOR STATEWIDE ISSUE FOR 32 YEARS, SAYS 
THE DEBATE IS ONE OF THE MOST HEATED OF ALL, 

THE ISSUE THAT HAS RAISED THE CONTROVERSY IS CALLED 
PROPOSITION 13. IF PROPOSITION 13 IS APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF 
THOSE WHO VOTE ON JUNE SIXTH IT WOULD BY LAW LIMIT THE AMOUNT OF 


PROPERTY TAXES THAT COULD BE COLLECTED FROM THE OWNERS OF HOMES, 
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FARMS, FACTORIES AND BUSINESSES, OVER THE PAST TEN YEARS PROPERTY 
VALUES IN CALIFORNIA HAVE SOARED AND TAX PAYERS HAVE WATCHED WITH 
GROWING ANGER AND FRUSTRATION AS THEIR TAX BILLS DOUBLED AND 
TRIPLED, BUT, IF PROPOSITION 13 IS SUCCESSFUL, PROPERTY TAXES IN 
CALIFORNIA WOULD BE REDUCED ABOUT 60 PERCENT. 

COPT) OPPONENTS OF PROPOSITION 13 CHARGE THAT THE MEASURE IS 
TOO EXTREME AND WOULD CAUSE CHAOS IF PASSED, TYPICAL IS THE 
WARNING ISSUED BY THE CHIEF BUDGET OFFICER OF LOS ANGELES WHO SAYS 
IF 13 1S SUCCESSFUL, THE CITY WILL BE FORCED TO LAY OFF 
EIGHT-THOUSAND PUBLIC EMPLOYEES INCLUDING LARGE NUMBERS OF POLICE, 
FIREMEN AND SCHOOL TEACHERS. CEND OPT) 

CALIFORNIA'S GOVERNOR, JERRY BROWN, ARGUES THAT PROPOSITION 
13, 1S A "FRAUD AND A HOAX THAT COULD CREATE ECONOMIC DISLOCATION, 
POLITICAL STRIFE AND MASSIVE CONFUSION." MR, BROWN USES EVEN 
STRONGER LANGUAGE TO DESCRIBE HOWARD JARVIS, THE FEISTY 
CONSERVATIVE BUSINESSMAN WHO CO-AUTHORED 13 AND WHO SPEARHEADS 
THE CAMPAIGN. BROWN CALLS JARVIS A “DEMAGOGUE" WHO HAS 
DELIBERATELY MISLED THE PEOPLE OF CALIFORNIA ABOUT THE EFFECTS 
OF HIS PROPOSAL. MR. JARVIS SAYS THAT GOVERNOR BROWN AND OTHER 
PUBLIC OFFICIALS WHO OPPOSE 13 ARE USING SCARE TACTICS, 

THE COLORFUL, FORCEFUL ADVOCATE HAS BEEN ABLE TO EFFECTIVELY 
TAP THE WELL OF ANGER AND FRUSTRATION FELT BY MILLIONS OF 
CALIFORNIANS WHOSE PROPERTY TAXES HAVE CLIMBED SO DRAMATICALLY 
IN RECENT YEARS. 

MR. JARVIS SAYS THE PEOPLE ARE TIRED OF HIGH TAXES THAT 
WILL PAD ALREADY OVER-INFLATED GOVERNMENT BUDGETS, HE SCOFFS 
AT PREDICTIONS OF MASS LAYOFFS OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES AND LAUGHS 


AT THREATS THAT ESSENTIAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES WILL BE INTERRUPTED, 
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AS ELECTION DAY DRAWS NEAR, THE CALIROFNIA POLL REPORTS THAT 
PROPOSITION 13 HOLDS A SLIGHT LEAD OVER AN ALTERNATIVE TAX REFORM: 
PROPOSAL PUT FORTH AT THE LAST MINUTE BY THE STATE LEGISLATURE. 
OTHER STATE POLLS SHOW PROPOSITION 13 WITH A SMALL LEAD BUT 
GAINING MOMENTUM RAPIDLY, 

BUT WHETHER PROPOSITION 13 PASSES OR FAILS, IT HAS ALREADY 
HAD A SUBSTNATIAL IMPACT ON THE WAY CALIFORNIA POLITICIANS LOOK 
AT TAX LAWS AND GOVERNMENT SPENDING. AND, POLITICAL LEADERS IN 


OTHER STATES ARE TAKING NOTICE, 
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